
 

 

GUIDE TO SUCCESS WITH DAIRY GOAT SHOWS 

 

WDGA IS AN ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION 

AND EDUCATION CONCERNING DAIRY GOATS.  OUR GOAL IS TO 

TEACH YOUTH TO SUCCEED IN OPEN SHOWS BY PRACTICING 

CORRECT PROCEEDURES.  WRITTEN TO ASSIST AND EDUCATE 

FOR ENJOYMENT OF SHOWING FOR BOTH THE EXHIBITORS AND 

THE SPECTATORS.  WDGA SUPPORTS YOUTH WITH AWARDS AT 

THE WYOMING STATE FAIR AND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ACTIVITIES 

AND COLLEGE ATTENDANCE.  WDGA SPONSORS TWO OPEN 

DAIRY GOAT SHOWS EACH YEAR.   

Compiled by Karen Butler – 2017 – dsbutler@msn.com 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The Dairy Goat project in 4-H and FFA chapters across the State 

is not the most popular project by numbers nor is there 

available information for those charged with developing and 

actually producing a successful project for youth culminating 

with the showcasing of Dairy Goats at county fair events.   

The WDGA organization’s goal of providing this publication is for 

the purpose of educating individuals involved with Dairy Goats 

in developing a targeted project for the species that provides a 

positive experience for all involved.  

SHOW TIMES: 

Dairy Goats produce milk.  That is the species most important 

function.  In their natural dairy situation, dairy goats produce 

established amount of milk every 12 hours (twice a day) thus 

the recognized 5:00 A.M. AND 5:00 P.M. milking times. When a 

show is scheduled for an afternoon time slot, this forces 

exhibitors to milk 12 hours prior to the show.  Example:  a 3:00 

p.m. show would necessitate a 3:00 a.m. milk out to properly 

prepare an animal for showing.  Over uddering can lead to 

mastitis at worse and a guaranteed reduction in milk production 

for the lactation.  An udder not being milked regularly is 

instructed to decrease production.   

Young Dairy Goats may be exhibited at any time because they 

are not producing milk.  Adult dairy goats producing milk need 

an early morning show to exhibit at their best. 

SHOW ORDER: 

Dairy Goat shows have a specific order based on the individual 

breeds’ milking ability.  This order is based on the speed of the 

udder filling recognized by breed.  Saanens and Toggenbergs 

produce a larger quantity of milk in a lessor amount of time.  

Thus they are “full” within 12 hours.  Nubians, for example,  
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normally produce “less” milk in 12 hours but are full at 15 

hours.  The capacity could be the same at show time, but 

usually as a breed, Saanens fill quicker than Nubians.  There are 

always exceptions to this general rule, but this is the reason the 

established breed show order is suggested by ADGA. 

Dairy Goats are also separated into adults (lactating) or seniors 

and young stock (non-milking) or juniors for the reasons 

mentioned above.  This actually develops into two separate 

shows.    The senior animals are shown first with the junior 

animals following.  This is different from other species.  Even 

other types of goats, Boer, Angora, Fainting, Kinder, Pygmies, 

Cashmere, etc. may be shown in other orders.  But because of 

milk production, the senior dairy goats correctly are exhibited at 

a reasonable time.    

ENTRIES: 

The importance of having the correct animals entering the show 

ring for judging cannot be stressed enough.  Not only does the 

exhibitor enjoy participating in the show experience, the 

spectators will also appreciate a smooth, quickly completed 

event.  Having fair entries correctly categorized as well as 

having an individual keeping exhibitors ready and flowing thru 

the ring is critical.  This is achieved when complete 

understanding of the show system is known.  ADGA show rules 

assist in this endeavor.   

Definition of Senior Doe or Milker:  Any doe that has ever 

freshened (produced offspring) is shown in the Senior Division. 

Most of these animals are currently milking, however, they may 

be dry at show time or have been dry for a year or more.  There 

are special situations where an animal is milking but has not 

produced offspring (precocious milkers) and these are also 

shown in the senior division if being milked regularly.   

Definition of Junior Does:  Any animal 24 months or less that 

has never freshened will be shown in the Junior Division.  
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Most fairs do not allow male offspring of any age to be 

exhibited.  Some allow a special class for the current years’ male 

offspring (less than one year old) that have been castrated to be 

exhibited.  Older Bucks for obvious reasons should not be used 

at fairs. 

Animals are further divided into classes according to age.  In the 

Senior Division the classes generally used are: 

 1 year old but less than 2 

 2 year old but less than 3 

 3 year old but less than 4 

 4 year old but less than 5 

 5 years old and over 

Depending on the number of animals in the project, classes may 

be combined.   

The Junior Division generally contains the following classes: 

       Junior kids– 1 – 3 months 

 Intermediate kids – 3 months – 4 months 

 Senior kids - 4 months- 6 months 

 Yearlings – 6 months – under 24 months 

These classes also may be combined based on number of 

entries. 

The age classes are further divided by breeds or groups of 

breeds depending upon entries.  Example:  A class may be 

composed of Swiss Type and another class of Nubian Type while 

still using the age groups. 
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SHOWMANSHIP: 

Showmanship is a very special contest when using Dairy Goats.  

As many species are just led around the show ring, posed for 

inspection, little interaction between judge and exhibitor, and 

placement based mostly on control of an animal.  Dairy Goat 

Showmanship is unique by testing the skills of the showman 

involved with the animal as a team.  During judging, there are 

numerous movements involving interaction between the 

showman and the Dairy Goat that must be learned and 

practiced.  Dairy Goat Showman are also expected to “trade” 

animals to demonstrate their skills with the species.  In addition, 

the judge discovers the depth of knowledge of the showman by 

questioning each showman on the management, body parts, 

faults, attributes of not only their own personal animal, but the 

animals in the show ring.  There is a detailed point system that 

the showman must be familiar with and knowledge of the terms 

used in judging the species.  This type of intense contest not 

only creates a situation where education is maximized but 

interaction between showman and Dairy Goat is an integral part 

of the experience.  

Because of the movements involved in the showmanship 

contest, the age groups usually devised to separate the 

showman, (junior – (8-10) intermediate-(11-13) senior- (14-18)  

may be needed to be combined enabling the exhibitors to 

complete the maneuvers.  A minimum of three animals are 

necessary to complete judging of Dairy Goat Showmanship. 

Placement of winners can be separated, but to complete the 

contest, the minimum number of animals are needed.  A stand-

in may also be necessary if enough dairy showman are not 

available.    

FFA Rules may not allow wethers to be used as showmanship 

animals.  Their rules state that the showmanship animal must 

be entered in a breed class. 
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CROWD PLEASERS: 

Dairy Goats create special project display situations in many 

ways.  Dairy Goats are such curious animals and appeal because 

they interact with the public.  They do not hide shyly in the back 

of a pen but usually watch and greet the on lookers.  Dairy 

Goats also are exhibited with the young animals being shown.  

Baby goats are the definition of “cute and loveable”.  Because 

they come in various sizes, colors, and styles, they are a display  

the public comes to view. Add the item of decorating pens and 

the attraction is increased.  Nothing is more appealing than 

“Goats in Hats” either. 

However, the largest appeal to the crowds must be the milking 

aspect.  Setting up a separate Milking Parlor with publicity of 

milking times, will draw the public in large numbers. This 

showcases the most important aspect of Dairy Goats, their 

production.   

KEEPING AND INCREASING THE PROJECT: 

Because the Dairy Goat Project is not a short summer market 

type event and often involves years of participation, the 

commitment can be great.  Goats are a wonderful project for 

this very reason.  The education increases as the project 

evolves.  Listed below are some of the added fun and visual aids 

to keep the youth enthused.   

 Decorate Pens – wooden or paper outlines of goats 

painted in various ways to either show special interests the 

individual has or representing individual animals. 

 Create Posters for display around the barn.  Educational 

on breeds, products, management, or fun (how many squirts to 

fill a cup). 

 Milking Parlor – separate from the penning area with 

milking stands and milking supplies 
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 Costume Contest – dress-up for goats, Style Show or 

goats in hats contest 

 Production Chart – all milkers participate and complete 

a bar graph for the week of fair- compare breeds for 

production.   

     Demonstrations – publicly present a demo - Packing, 

pulling carts, obstacle courses, coats, collars, for goats. 

 Fast Draw Contest – timed milking and weighing of milk-

involve the public 

Programs:  Create for both the show situation, 

spectators and exhibitors.  Also create a get to know each other.  

Match name of exhibitor with goat, cross-word puzzle of goat 

terms, etc. hand out at beginning of fair to complete for a prize.   

KEEP THAT INTEREST GOING: 

Contact WDGA members to share knowledge with youth and 

present clinics on all aspects of Dairy Goats.  Kidding, grooming, 

management, hoof trimming, showmanship, genetics, breeding, 

etc. 

SHOWING PROCEEDURES EXPLAINED: 

 Junior Does: 

  Step 1: Each age class enters the ring and a 1st –

number of entries- are chosen. 

Step 2: From each age class the 1st place return 

to the ring to pick the GCH of breed.  In age descending 

order. 

  Step 3: To Choose RCH. The remaining 1st places 

are joined by the animal that stood 2nd place vacated by the 

GCH. 
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 Step 4: From these, the RCH is chosen.  If there 

is not a 2nd place from the class, the remaining group is 

considered for RCH. 

 Step 5: Each breed representative of GCH 

return to the ring to choose Best Junior Doe in Show.  

Also in show order. 

 

Senior Does: 

Step 1:  Each age class enters the ring and a 1st 

thru (Number of entries) are placed.  

Step 1 ½:  Each age class may contain a best 

udder placement per class. 

Step 2:  From each age class the 1st place return 

to the ring to pick the GCH of breed. 

 Step 3: To choose RCH, the remaining 1st places 

are joined by the animal who stood in 2nd place vacated 

by the GCH. 

 Step 4:  From these, the RCH is chosen.  If there 

is not a 2nd place vacated by the GCH. The remaining 

group is complete and will be considered. 

 Step 5: Senior does have an extra class for past 

show winners termed Champion Challenge.  This class is 

for GCH animals.  If there are animals entered in this 

class, they will enter the ring following the selection of 

the GCH of breed and compete with the Champion of 

the Day (GCH that has just be chosen) for the placing of 

Best of Breed.  There is no RCH from this class.  If there 

is not a Champion Challenge class, the GCH is the Best 

of Breed.   
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 Step 6: If this award is held, Winners from step 

1 ½ class return to ring to choose Best Udder of Breed.  

 Step 7:  The winner of Step 5 (Best of Breed) 

returns to the ring after all breeds have been shown to 

complete for Best Senior Doe of Show.    

 Step 8: Winners of step 6 will return to the ring 

to complete for Best Udder in Show.  Not all shows have 

this award.  No reserve is chosen. 

LIST OF YOUTH SHOW JUDGES: 

Adam Bohlmeyer 970-356-7543,  Kirstan Castro 307-631-4676      

Billy Wood-307-421-1743 , Joseph Larson-970-686-6672 

Carlee Stutz-stutzfive@gmail.com, Kaitlin Butler -307-640-2699 

 Emily Balfour-307-315-1956          ,Erin Lile-307-760-7046 
  
Amy, Lauren, and Courtney Newman, doesgoats@hotmail.com 

Contact Community Colleges or Universities about judging team 

members who may have proficiency in the species. 

SHOWS IN AREA: 

WDGA Fuzzy Goat Show – Memorial weekend – Torrington, Wy 

Tri-County Goat Show – June – Longmont, CO 

Wyo. State Fair: - August – Douglas, WY 

Harvest Goat Show – Sept – Longmont, CO 

Colo. State Fair – Sept – Pueblo, CO 
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